KEE/ Notes

«

Kijana
oOYouth, or Y

A person is a person through o
personsBantu proverb

Board of Directors

* Mark Madison
Historian, U. S. Fish & Wildlife
Service

¢ Robert Gass
Project Officer, HIV/AIDS
Care, Support, & Treatment,
UNICEF

¢ Helga Ying
Director, Worldwide
Government Affairs & Public
Policy, Levi Strauss & Co.

¢ James P. Cummings
Social Studlies Teacher, The
Benjamin School

¢ Mary Ditaranto
English Teacher,
The Benjamin School

¢ Colleen Nelson
Attorney at Law
Tequesta, Florida

= Stephanie Pew
Homemaker, Parent and Corr.
munity Events Organizer

e Ben DeVries
President, DeVries Real Estai
Counselors, Inc.
Officers
¢ James P. Cummings
President
+ Bruce A. Huber
Vice President

The Newsletter of Kijana Educational Empowerment Initiative

Empowering Kenyan and American youth through school
development projects and cultural exchange.

Fall 2008/ Issue IX

rTcili DUy

In July of 2008, citizens of Mwituha,-a sub
location in Bunyore Kenya, along with met
of the Kenyan government (Member of Pa
ment, Wilbur Ottichilo), representatives of
(Jim Cummings, Bruce A. Huber, Charles
rbaka & Susan Okola) and many others ind
Carla Neumann and Fiston KahinBoeain
Sponsors Imf, Wellington, FL, celebrated t
opening of a landmark science laboratory
school. Attendees were euphoric at this gge
celebration. Students and parents performes
and dances of welcome and appreciation leading updahtimidplaowl official opening of the
lab. Eager students demonstrated their excitement for their new learning opportunities by p
a dissection of a rabbit for the visitors. Community elders spoke of the positive long term im
laboratory will provide for students and the area. The laboratory, funded entirely by KEEI dc
tions, is another step in our significant investment in Mwituha Secondary School. Today, al
100 students are enrolled and we expect that next year the school will educate close to 15C
(See more photos on the next page).

Mwituha community celebrates opening of landmark science lab

Positively Africa toperfformat6 ™ Annual Cookout for Kenya

Our 6th annual Cookout For Kenya will be held
on Sunday December 7th at Ocean Cay Park in
Jupiter, FL from 1:00 to 4:00 pm. The event

will feature live musicAos/tively Afrieggong

with African style food, prepared by Valerie
Schuster and her team of volunteers. Many
pieces of Kenyan and African art will be auc-
tioned and raffled off. Additionally Kenyan
handicraft and jewelry will be for sale. Please
help make this our largest and most festive cook
out yet! Tickets are $15 for an individual, $10

for a student, and $35 for a family. Tickets are available through Sheryll Kittrell at the The E
min School upper school office-§26B747 or email: skittrell@thebenjaminschool.org) Tickets
will also be available at the event. See our website for moreuniermgtiamorg
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Mission

Kijana Educational Empowerment, laitiafipeofit organization, promotes and cultivates youth empowermrient
through educational development, coodisiral dialogue, and sustainable and environmentally friendly ecqnomic
growth, among rural Kenyan school communities and American school communities.




Mwituha Secondary School celebration fi July 25, 2008

Cheerful students performing a laboratory experiment.
Further support is needed to buy additional equipment
and chemicals.

Mwituha students performing a song & dance of celebration.

KEEI officials and community leaders at the conclusion of the
dayds celebration.

Kenyan Education Support Reception

On September 25, KEEI and Afrocenter Arts Gallery of West Palm Be
teamed up to host the first Kenyan Education Support Reception. Apj
mately 75 people attended and listened to a local Kenyas/igvelypAr-
ricg as well as shopped in the beautiful gallery featuring items from all
rica. They heard reports about
guests Rhinah Ondiso and Zeytun-Guyastudents at Arkansas Baptist
lege and recipients of Zawadi Africa scholarships. Rhinah exemplifies —

mendous impact our work is having on young people in western Kenya RAHTB{RINGS. Zeytun Guyo & Rhinah Ondiso
the first female alum of Ebusiloli to attend university in Kenya, parlaye .
success to earn a scholarship to study in The United States of Americ
Zawadi Africa. Zawadi Africa awards college scholarships to high achi
needy female Kenyan students. Margaret Morales féuniizjefa Pro-
Jectwas on hand and interviewed Rhinah & Zeytun about their experiq
The interviews can be viewed at
featured in our fall 2007 newsletter (www.kijana.org). The evening wa
cesbringing many local people together to share, learn and network.
hold a similar support reception on November 20, 2008 at Bissap Bao :
taurant in San Francisco. More details available at www.kijana.org.  posjsively Af,,m by Julius & Julia Sanna.
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Rhinah speaks passionately of
impact on so many in Kenya.

KEEI honors a founding figure : Baobab of Bunyore

oMay your actions have an -PaulfOekTtadition ke t h

0‘7'/79 body of a man I s very s-Afacanioralaradmigna r e

In the tree world, the Baobab is one of the most dominant: large, old and with a wide and d
trunk, it is a source of strength, protection and sustenance for communities. Some baobab:
are over 2000 years old. The bark is used for a plethora of things: rope, baskets, nets, clott
many other items. The seeds are nutritious, full of Vitamin C, and are used as an ingredien
d drinks for children. Varieties of animals gain strength from eating the baobab seed.
N\
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o | Mr. Kutai, one of the most important people in the development of our afigahatdtisn,
home after suffering from chest and
kidney problems. Mr. Kutai was '
founder and Pre
| ongest and besj

‘ﬁ We honor in this issue a baobab of BunyétabiMutai, who sadly passed in May of this year.

in Kenya and the first Senior Program Officer of the organiza
was a dedicated family man, a husband, father, and grandfat
tionally, he was a teacher, farmer, community elder and frieng
students, coll eagues and pe
viduals in Florida, from his time as a visiting teacher at The B
School (AuguSeptember 1999).

v en

O0Kutai 6 took hi s "1949 chitd tolthe late §
Jeremiah Nyonje Kutai and Leunorah Oyiela Kutai. Kutai gre

Kutai and 1999 Benjamin School African Studies class



Western Province, Emuhaya District, West Bunyore locationIBsatiba. $léover-

came several health challenges as a child to join Essaba Primary School in 1951. He ti
to Muchula Primary school where he completed his Primary education to join Kakamec
School. Upon graduation, Kutai joined Kenyatta University to attain his teaching profes

Kutai married Wellimina Ayiemba in 1977 and they were blessed with their first born ck
Vincent in September 1978 followed by Evans (1980); Faith (1982); Anne (1984); Sam
(1988) and Esther (1993). He worked in
School, Essaba Secondary School, Ebusiloli Secondary School, Esalwa Secondary Sc
Ebusyubi Secondary School, Esiandumba Secondary School, and Esibila Secondary
was the first headmaster of Essaba Secondary School. For over 25 years, he served a
for Kenyads educational system, spendi |
tional exams. Upon his retirement, he served the community through KEEI. His unique
sonality blended with a sense of humor crowned him as one of the most preferred teac
students and teachers in some of the schools he taught. To his family, he was a husba
father, a figure to emulate. He worked tirelessly to improve the lives of those close to h
was a good farmer who adequately utilized the rains by planting plenty of corn to ensut
family never went hungry. By the time he met his death, his farms were dazzling green
crops. The words of Martin Lutherkingven i f the world was to come to an
todwgdl d be a perfect piece to fildl Kutai s personal

KEEI President Jim Cummings 0 c88astodd Neasholunteer in Kenyay Rlacesd faite
Ebusiloli Secondary School, he did not yet have his own home. For more than the first month, he stayed WwétvKutai an
For the following 14 months, Kutai was a central figure in helping Jim adjust to life in Kenya. During thgetine, the two |
friendship that continued for 20 years. Upon return to Kenya during the 1990s, he would stay at the Kutai fainiy home
family became Jimds second family. Kut ai and hards f am
Kenya and thus Kutai was fundamental to KEEI ds ultim

When KEEI was founded in 2002, we needed a trusted hand in Kenya. Kutai was the natasgletitieite teltommu-
nity, he had taught at numerous schools in Kenya, had visited the United States, and could work with sovariety of peog
2002 2005, Kutai served as our Kenyan chairperson helping the organization in its infancy. By late 2006, wddtad matu
status and needed morérhdl guidance. Kutai had retired from teaching and then moved onto a position as our first seni
gram officer. He was a wise, strong guide for us and was central-tevietéopansnteof Mwituha Secondary School. Kuta
understood KEEI 8ds mission of | ooking beyond | ocal bo

One of the most distinctive features of the baobab tree is its le;
for nine months of the year.
by many. While seemingly lifeless, its bark continues to be a s.4
vigor for the community. Similarly, while Kutai took his last phy@
breath in May, his spirit will continue to breath life info nesain
far and wide.

We honor o6Kutaid with this i#e8 V quil
ing center at Essaba Primary School in his name. If you would
contribute, please use the enclosed form or see our website. |

i Vincent Kutai & Jim Cummings

Source€rigins: African Wisdom for Everytipdyanielle & Olivier Follmi.
Baobab Trebg Susan & Dan Mahr, University of Wisconsin, Wisconsin Master
Gardener Program, hort.wisc.edu/mastergardener

Kut ai 8s dearest | egac:

Kijana Educational Empowerment Initialiie@ir contribution is making a fundamental difference on two cgntinents.
516 Gulf Road Please visit our website for more information and photos of ourjactivities
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