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A person is a person through other 
persons.  -Bantu proverb 

Kijana:  
òYouth, or Young Personó  

Kijana Educational Empowerment Initiative, a non-profit organization, promotes and cultivates youth empowerment 

through educational development, cross-cultural dialogue, and sustainable and environmentally friendly economic 

growth, among rural Kenyan school communities and American school communities. 

Empowering Kenyan and American youth through school  

development projects and cultural exchange. 

Mwituha community celebrates opening of landmark science lab  

In July of 2008, citizens of Mwituha, a sub-

location in Bunyore Kenya, along with members 

of the Kenyan government (Member of Parlia-

ment, Wilbur Ottichilo), representatives of KEEI 

(Jim Cummings, Bruce A. Huber, Charles Ana-

baka & Susan Okola) and many others including 

Carla Neumann and Fiston Kahindo of Dream 
Sponsors Inc. of Wellington, FL, celebrated the 

opening of a landmark science laboratory at the 

school.  Attendees were euphoric at this grand 

celebration. Students and parents performed songs 

and dances of welcome and appreciation leading up the ribbon-cutting and official opening of the 

lab. Eager students demonstrated their excitement for their new learning opportunities by performing 

a dissection of a rabbit for the visitors. Community elders spoke of the positive long term impact the 

laboratory will provide for students and the area. The laboratory, funded entirely by KEEI dona-

tions, is another step in our significant investment in Mwituha Secondary School.  Today, almost 

100 students are enrolled and we expect that next year the school will educate close to 150 students. 
(See more photos on the next page). 

Positively Africa to perform at 6
th

 Annual Cookout for Kenya  

Our 6th annual Cookout For Kenya will be held 

on Sunday December 7th at Ocean Cay Park in 

Jupiter, FL from 1:00 to 4:00 pm. The event 

will feature live music by Positively Africa along 

with African style food, prepared by Valerie 

Schuster and her team of volunteers. Many 

pieces of Kenyan and African art will be auc-

tioned and raffled off. Additionally Kenyan 

handicraft and jewelry will be for sale. Please 

help make this our largest and most festive cook-

out yet! Tickets are $15 for an individual, $10 

for a student, and $35 for a family. Tickets are available through Sheryll Kittrell at the The Benja-

min School upper school office (561-626-3747 or email: skittrell@thebenjaminschool.org) Tickets 

will also be available at the event.  See our website for more information: www.kijana.org. 



On September 25, KEEI and Afrocenter Arts Gallery of West Palm Beach 

teamed up to host the first Kenyan Education Support Reception.  Approxi-

mately 75 people attended and listened to a local Kenyan group, Positively Af-
rica, as well as shopped in the beautiful gallery featuring items from all over Af-

rica. They heard reports about KEEIõs successes. We were fortunate to have as 

guests Rhinah Ondiso and Zeytun Guyo - two students at Arkansas Baptist Col-

lege and recipients of Zawadi Africa scholarships. Rhinah exemplifies the tre-

mendous impact our work is having on young people in western Kenya. Rhinah, 

the first female alum of Ebusiloli to attend university in Kenya, parlayed her 

success to earn a scholarship to study in The United States of America through 

Zawadi Africa. Zawadi Africa awards college scholarships to high achieving and 

needy female Kenyan students. Margaret Morales founder of The Majella Pro-
ject, was on hand and interviewed Rhinah & Zeytun about their experiences. 

The interviews can be viewed at www.majellaproject.com. Rhinahõs story was 

featured in our fall 2007 newsletter (www.kijana.org). The evening was a suc-

cess-bringing many local people together to share, learn and network.  We will 

hold a similar support reception on November 20, 2008 at Bissap Baobab res-

taurant in San Francisco. More details available at www.kijana.org. 

Mwituha students performing a song & dance of celebration. 

KEEI officials and community leaders at the conclusion of the 

dayõs celebration. 

Cheerful students performing a laboratory experiment. 

Further support is needed to buy additional equipment 

and chemicals. 

Kenyan Education Support Reception  

Mwituha Secondary School celebration ñ July 25, 2008  

Positively Africa, led by Julius & Julia Sanna. 

Jim Cummings, Zeytun Guyo & Rhinah Ondiso 



òMay your actions have an effect like that of the seed of the baobab.ó  -Peul Oral Tradition 

òThe body of a man is very small compared with the spirit that inhabits it.ó -African oral tradition  

In the tree world, the Baobab is one of the most dominant: large, old and with a wide and distinctive 
trunk, it is a source of strength, protection and sustenance for communities. Some baobabs in Africa 
are over 2000 years old. The bark is used for a plethora of things: rope, baskets, nets, cloth and 
many other items. The seeds are nutritious, full of Vitamin C, and are used as an ingredient for 
drinks for children. Varieties of animals gain strength from eating the baobab seed. 
 
We honor in this issue a baobab of Bunyore, Mr. Habil Kutai, who sadly passed in May of this year.  
Mr. Kutai, one of the most important people in the development of our organization, died at his 
home after suffering from chest and 
kidney problems.  Mr. Kutai was KEEI 
founder and President Jim Cummingsõ 
longest and best friend in Kenya. ôKutaiõ 

as he preferred to be called was a colleague of Jim Cummings at Ebusiloli 
Secondary School from 1987-88 and was the first Chairperson of KEEI 
in Kenya and the first Senior Program Officer of the organization. Kutai 
was a dedicated family man, a husband, father, and grandfather. Addi-
tionally, he was a teacher, farmer, community elder and friend to many 
students, colleagues and people. Kutaiõs impact even reached many indi-
viduals in Florida, from his time as a visiting teacher at The Benjamin 
School (August-September 1999). 
 
ôKutaiõ took his first breath of life on April 9th 1949, child to the late 
Jeremiah Nyonje Kutai and Leunorah Oyiela Kutai.  Kutai grew up in  

KEEI honors a founding figure :  Baobab of Bunyore  

Pictured left to right: Bruce A. Huber, Mary Ditaranto, James Chikwanha, 

Patrick Hanson, Patience Dhliwayo, Jim Cummings, & Stephanie Pew. 

Kutai and 1999 Benjamin School African Studies class 

Rhinah speaks passionately of Kijanaõs positive 

impact on so many in Kenya. 



Your contribution is making a fundamental difference on two continents. 

Please visit our website for more information and photos of our activities. 

www.kijana.org   email: kijana@kijana.org  

Kijana Educational Empowerment Initiative  

516 Gulf Road 

North Palm Beach, FL 33408 

Western Province, Emuhaya District, West Bunyore location, Essaba Sub-location. He over-
came several health challenges as a child to join Essaba Primary School in 1951. He transferred 
to Muchula Primary school where he completed his Primary education to join Kakamega High 
School. Upon graduation, Kutai joined Kenyatta University to attain his teaching profession.  
 
Kutai married Wellimina Ayiemba in 1977 and they were blessed with their first born child 
Vincent in September 1978 followed by Evans (1980); Faith (1982); Anne (1984); Sammy 
(1988) and Esther (1993). He worked in various schools including Shikoti Girlsõ Secondary 
School, Essaba Secondary School, Ebusiloli Secondary School, Esalwa Secondary School, 
Ebusyubi Secondary School, Esiandumba Secondary  School, and Esibila Secondary School. He 
was the first headmaster of Essaba Secondary School. For over 25 years, he served as a grader 
for Kenyaõs educational system, spending most of December away from his home to mark na-
tional exams. Upon his retirement, he served the community through KEEI. His unique per-
sonality blended with a sense of humor crowned him as one of the most preferred teachers by 
students and teachers in some of the schools he taught. To his family, he was a husband, a wise 
father, a figure to emulate. He worked tirelessly to improve the lives of those close to him. He 
was a good farmer who adequately utilized the rains by planting plenty of corn to ensure the 
family never went hungry. By the time he met his death, his farms were dazzling green with 

crops. The words of Martin Luther King - òEven if the world was to come to an end tomorrow, I would still plant my apple tree 
todayó- would be a perfect piece to fill Kutaiõs personality puzzle. 
 
KEEI President Jim Cummingsõ connection to Kenya stems from service in 1987-88 as a World Teach volunteer in Kenya.  Placed at 
Ebusiloli Secondary School, he did not yet have his own home. For more than the first month, he stayed with Kutai and his nephew. 
For the following 14 months, Kutai was a central figure in helping Jim adjust to life in Kenya. During that time, the two forged a 
friendship that continued for 20 years.  Upon return to Kenya during the 1990s, he would stay at the Kutai family home and Kutaiõs 
family became Jimõs second family. Kutai and his familyõs spirit, openness, and kindness were central Jimõs bond with Bunyore and 
Kenya and thus Kutai was fundamental to KEEIõs ultimate existence. 
 
When KEEI was founded in 2002, we needed a trusted hand in Kenya.  Kutai was the natural choice. Well-respected in the commu-
nity, he had taught at numerous schools in Kenya, had visited the United States, and could work with a variety of people.  From 
2002- 2005, Kutai served as our Kenyan chairperson helping the organization in its infancy. By late 2006, we had matured to toddler 
status and needed more full-time guidance. Kutai had retired from teaching and then moved onto a position as our first senior pro-
gram officer.  He was a wise, strong guide for us and was central to the early re-development of Mwituha Secondary School.  Kutai 
understood KEEIõs mission of looking beyond local boundaries and reaching out to other communities and places. 
 
One of the most distinctive features of the baobab tree is its leaflessness 
for nine months of the year. It is consequently called an ôupside down treeõ 
by many. While seemingly lifeless, its bark continues to be a source of 
vigor for the community. Similarly, while Kutai took his last physical 
breath in May, his spirit will continue to breath life into many ñ reaching 
far and wide.  
 
We honor ôKutaiõ with this issue and we hope to build a library and learn-
ing center at Essaba Primary School in his name.  If you would like to 
contribute, please use the enclosed form or see our website. 
 
ñ Vincent Kutai & Jim Cummings 

Kutaiõs dearest legacy 

Sources: Origins: African Wisdom for Every Day by Danielle & Olivier Follmi. 

Baobab Trees by Susan & Dan Mahr, University of Wisconsin, Wisconsin Master 

Gardener Program, hort.wisc.edu/mastergardener 


